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LIHS PRESIDENT MESS3ubiiner2009

®une was a great month for the LHas we had two great events. First, we had Herp Day at the

Cold Spring Harbor Fish Hatchery. This is a great event that | personally like to attend each year
& bring the kids to feed the trout. It was one of the rare days in June that did not rain & afot
people turned out to take a look at our reptiles. Member participation was great as we had a large
group of us showing off our herps while educating the public about these great animals & their ease
of care. Member participation is an importantpart & dzZNJ 2 NHI yAT I GA2Yy 3 LQY
are starting to get a lot of it lately and it simply makes our job (the board) much easigrank you
all.

Our second big event for June was our First Annual Reptile Auction. | wanted to thank all of
the Boad members & the generous members that contributed their time, energy & donations to the
Auction. It turned out to be a great success and we raised some well needed funds to help keep our
Society running smoothly. A lot of fun was had by all and | look fardl to having it again next year.
Most everyone there left with something they wanted (and got a great deal on it too) and they in
GdzNy £ STl O0SKAYR a42YSUKAYy3a (GKSeé aAYLX & RARYQ
trash is anotheronestle A dzNB ¢ ® L Ff a2 g+ yiSR (2 GKIy]l %22
have sent them a personal note directly to their Sales Rep from me.

And lastly | wanted to mention our board members because most of the membership rarely
gets to see how much time &ffort is involved in keeping our organization running smoothly. The
board we have now is probably the best we have had in many years & runs like a well oiled machine
Thank you all for making my job easier as youfaets are very much ppreciated.

Vin Russo Patav SV = {ﬂ\ e =2 *Q

President T ,Z,q \__/—/'5‘;? A Y
dS £ " o RV e
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| IN MEMORIAM H. BERNARD BECHTEL-28) I

Dr. H. Bernard Bechtel, of Valdosta, Georgia, died suddenly on Friday, 10 July 2008 in Ga
nesville, Florida, en route to visit family. He was born or©2tober, 1922, near the small western
Pennsylvania village of New Enterprise. While he was still an infant, the family moved to Johnstown,
Pennsylvania where his father obtained work in a dairy.

He attended public schools in Johnstown, graduating frdwhnstown Central High School
in 1940, and began to attend the University of Pittsburgh Johnstown Center. This was interrupted
when he enlisted in the Army Air Force, where he became an aerial gunner. He participated in30
missions over Germany as a gunnam B-17s. Following the war, he completed his preedical su-
dies at Juniata College in Huntington, Pennsylvania. He received his medical degree from Jefferson
Medical College in Philadelphia in 1950. Following an internship at Reading General HosfRahiA
ing, Pennsylvania, he established a general practice in Johnstown. In 1955, he married Elizabeth
Reimet of Moorestown, New Jersey. In 1956, he accepted a residency in dermatology at the Indiane
University School of Medicine in Indianapolis. He practicgermatology in Johnstown from 1959
til 1963, when he and his wife, Bette, moved to Valdosta, where he practiced until he retired in 1997
He was Diplomate in The American Academy of Dermatology.

From a very early age, Dr. Bechtel was an avid studenteptiles, turtles, crocodilians, and
amphibians; he was a herpetologist as well as being a dermatologist. He published a bookwand n
merous publications, mostly pertaining to his area of expertise in snake genetics, for which he was
widely known. His wié Bette was his partner in this and became a recognized herpetologist on her
own after their marriage. Dr. Bechtel is survived by his wife, Bette Bechtel of Valdosta; sister, Alma
Mountain of Johnstown, Pennsylvania; two nephews, Joe Mountain of ForrégeFlorida, and Ned
Mountain of Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia.

Dr. Bechtel requested no flowers. Donations may be made to his favorite charity, Tédne N
tional Nature Conservancy, 4245 N. Fairfax Dr., Suite 100, Arlington, Va., 22203

On behalf the LHS, we would like to convey ouloadolences to theBechtelfamily.

Dr. Bechtel's book 9 which many of us have rea@gptile and Amphibian Variants: Colors,
Patterns, and Scalesvas the first book published on the subject of reptile and amphibian véoas
that occur naturally or through selective breeding. The text contained enough basic biology to help
the reader understand the discussion of the various mutations. The fascinating book openedh-a wi
dow on this developing and complex field of inquiryréfusely illustrated, this book covered anra
cane subject from the author's personal perspective.
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Gut-Loading

Hi All,

Hope everyone had a great summer. Summer is winding dolurt, the LIHS 2009 2010 is about
to start. | would like touchthe LIHS Hemgtofauna Journal

We have gone electronic with the LIHS Herpetofauna Jourtrabrder for you to receive the €
Journal, | need the following information from each of you ( and of course you MUST have a
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP ):

1 EMAIL ADDRESS
1T NAME
1 HOME /STEEET ADDRESS

LT L R2Yy Qi NBOSAGS (KAA AYTF2NNIGA2YI &2dz 6A

| also need herp related material. Berieéprinted material ( with proper credit provided ) herp re-
lated cartoons, photos ( yes, of your herps, you, your g%, other hep related photos ( a trip to the
Zz0o, museum, etc..)You can submit articles, questions, suggestipetc.,to me at
<Gojiira@Optonline.net>
Rich Meyer, Jr
LIHS Editor

JOINING the LIHS or RENEWINGI&fBVIiembership

You canJOINthe LIHS oRENEVn LIHS Membership in sevenalanners.Joinor Renewat a med-

ing or LIHS Everr MAIL your completed LIHS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION with $25.00 payment
cash [ meetings only ], check or money order ) made to the LIS sure if your RENEWAL is due??
Email me at Gojiira@Optonline.net>

Print out an LIHSmembership application from our website at
http://www.lihs.org/files/m ember.htm2 NJ & / [ ILHSYVEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Fill it out and bring to a meeting or mail it to:

LIHS
476 North Ontario Avenue
Lindenhurst, New York 11753909

AsSALL LIHS JOURNALS will novedet ELECTRONICALEY,PLEASEake sure tom-
clude anEMAIL ADDRE®#h your LIHS Membership RenewalApplication.
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Long Island Herpetological Society, Inc. i~ N
A NYS Registered > ;;r‘“",‘ ),
Non-Profit Organization : /(‘t)
Profits benefit L.I.H.S. Supported Programs incluglin 4

Educational Programs & Environmental Causes

20" Annual LIHS '

EDUCATIONAL
EXHIBITS

Equipment
Reptiles & Amphibians
On Sale ‘

Reptile & Amphibian Expo
October 17", 2009 ( Saturday )
Roosevelt Hall ~ Farmingdale State College

(Located on ROUTE 110, Melville Road ENTRANCE ) . \ —
) .

s 10:00 AM-400PM S8

Live Reptiles, Equipment, Books, Caging on Sale

\,%mw Farmingdale, New York g

LIHS Judged Reptile/Amphibian ShewWrophies, Ribbons

( Call for INFO to ENTER SHEAe Box Below ) ” "
For additional information regarding: ADMISSION -
AQUIES ... $6.00 :
' The LIHS EXPO / VENDOR Children & Seniors............. $4.00
TABLE LIHS Members................... $3.00 *
T Egteﬂﬂ_?;he LIHS R/A SHOW Children under 5. .....coco.o..... FREE
T The FSC Student s&é.é$3d0*
1 TEL:(631)884 -5447 FSC Facultyéé&é&éxBé0r
T Web: www.LIHS.org * Must be a ACurrent d
1 Email: Gojiira@Optonline.net * MU s t have fudent ItDe nt q
* Must have RHdlyrli.b.ent (
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A Basic Guide to Corn Snake Genetic Manipulation
G¢KS DSYSUGAO [/ KSEFO /{

Are you thinking about starting a Corn snake
Project?Well, you might try contacting our residente
LISNIias Ay wdzaaz2zz 2N wi OK
9 S NE | devdioWindrterialmight help you elm-
inate the guessworkassociated with whicltwo corn shakes
you should put together for breeding purposes. It should

help you determine which parent the hatchlings may look . 4
like. Will they look like BOTH parents, or possibly NEITHE .
parent? % =

What is a phenotype? ( phe-no-type ); [(feaih-
teyep)]: A phenotype is the observable physical or bioch® | Normal corn snake
ical characteristics of an organism, as determined by both Photo courtesyEd Bennett
genetic makeup and environmental influences. It is the-e
pression of a specific trait, such as stature or blood type, based on genetic and environmenta infl
ences. That is, a phenotype is the outward appearance of an organism; the expressiogeiaype
in the form of traits that can be seen and measured, such as hair or eye color. Bottom lee, t
PHENOTYPE is what your snake will physically look like. ( see 4 Main Phenotypes below )

4 Main Phenotypes

Normal ¢ having black and red pigment
Anerythristic¢ missing red pigment
Amelanistic¢ missing black pigment
Snowg missing red and black pigmeén

NP

Genotypeq( in corn snakes )

2 K0 Aad GKS 3ISy2 i ooli®HIUO BXYSWIKNI BSIWR (@ LIS a3 S|

organism, as distinguished from the physical appearance, of an organism or a group of organisms.
is the combination of allets located on homologous chromosomes that determines a specific atvara
teristic or trait. The genotype helps determine the phenotype. Some genes are DOMINANT, while
others are RECESSIVE. Genes generally occur in pairs of DOMINANT, RECESSIVE or ongeef EAC
9 Main Genotypes below )

B = DOMINANT gene for BLACK pigment
b = RECESSIVE gene for BLACK pigment
R = DOMINANT gene fefECpigment

r = RECESSIVE geneRaipigment

cC:.
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9 Main Phenotypeg in Corn Snakes )

1. | Normal BBRR
2. | Normal, Hetero for Anerythrist BBRr
3. | Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic BbRR
4. | Normal, Hetero for Snow BbRr
5. | Anerythristic BBrr
6. | Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow Bbrr
7. | Amelanistic BbRR
8. | Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow bbRr
9. | Show Bbrr

Four basic Color Morphs of Corn Snakes

9

ONoGRA~LODNE

( Remembe this is ONLY eBasic Primet)
A. NORMAILg hasDOMINANT GENH& BLACKand REDpigment
B. ANERYTHRISTq@asDOMINANT GENHE& BLACKand RECESSIVE GEREBpigment
C. AMELANISTIthasRECESSIVAENE for BLACKand DOMINANT GENEEEDpigment
D. SNOW- hasRECESSIVEENE for BLACKand REDpigment

Normal x Normal

Normal x Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic
Normal x Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic
Normal x Normal, Hetero for Snow
Normal x Anerythristic

Normal x Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow
Normal x Amelanistic

Normal x Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow
Normal x Snow

10.Normal, Hetero for Normal x Anerythristic, Hetero for Anerythristic
11.Normal, Hetero for Normal x Anerythristic, Hetero for Amelanistic
12.Normal, Hetero for Normal x Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow
13.Normal, Heero for Anerythristic x Anerythristic

14.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic x Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow
15.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic X Amelanistic

16.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic x Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow
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17.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic x Snow
18.Normal, Hetero for Normal x Amelanistic, Hetero for Amelanistic
19.Normal, Hetero for Normal x Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow
20.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic x Amelanistic

21.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic x Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow
22.Normal, Hetero for Amelaistic x Amelanistic

23.Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic x Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow
24.Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic x Snow

25.Normal, Hetero for Normal x Snow, Hetero for Snow
26.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic x Snow

27.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic x Snow, Hete for Snow
28.Normal, Hetero forAmelanisticx Snow

29.Normal, Hetero forAmelanisticx Snow, Hetero for Snow
30.Normal, Hetero for Snow X Snow

31. Anerythristicx Anerythristic

32. Anerythristicx Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow

33. Anerythristic xAmelanistic

34. Anerythristic xAmelanistic, Hetero for Snow

35. Anerythristic x Snow

36. Anerythristic, Hetero for Anerythristic x Snow, Hetero for Snow
37.Anerythristic, Hetero forAmelanisticx Snow

38. Anerythristic, Hetero forAmelanisticx Snow, Hetero for Snow
39. Anerythristic, Hetero forSnowx Siow

40. Amelanisticx Amelanistic

41. Amelanisticx Amelanistic Hetero for Snow

42. Amelanistic x Snow

43. Amelanistic, Hetero for Amelanistic x Snow, Hetero for Snow
44. Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow x Snow
45,Snow x Snow

1. Normal x Normal

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :
Normal : | 100.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic | : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Anerythristic : 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow | : 0.00
Amelanistic : 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow : 0.00 Jassic example of an Anerythristic corn snake.
Snow : 0.00 Note the lack of red gment.
Photo courtesyLIHS; www.LIHS.org
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2. Normal x Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal : 50.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 50.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic | : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Anerythristic : 0.00
Anerythristic, Heero for Snow | : 0.00
Amelanistic : 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Snow : 0.00

3. Normal x Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal 75.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanisc 25.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Anerythristic : 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow | : 0.00
Amelanistic X 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Snow : 0.00

4. Normal x Normal, Hetero for Snow

(Photo by Charles Pritzel)

Anerythristic Striped
| Blood Hatchling

| Note the two-lined stripe
of the striped blood vs.
the typical four-lined

|| pattern of the anerythris-
tic striped hatchling
shoun below.

Classic Anerythristic Striped Hatchling

Classic striped
anery hatchling
with the four-
lined appearance.

TEXCORN

(Photo by Lexcorn)

ABOVH BELOW examples of Anerythrism in
corn snake. Theseare anerythristicstriped
blood red corns. Notice the lack of red pigment.

Photoscourtesy Rich Hume fromhis article
 GNALISR .f22R wSRat¢

Photos by Charles Pritzel andxo®rn

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Norma : 25.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 25.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic 25.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow : 25.00
Anerythristic : 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow | : 0.00
Amelanistic : 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Snow : 0.00

; . -» ._-__-‘." - e o
'..‘ - :" E 2 RS
e s 1 ; ! . . 2 | ”
Lo’ ’b‘ P -

Beautiful Patternless Variant ofan
Anerythristic Striped Blood Hatchling
(Photo courtesy of Rich Hume)
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5. Normal x Anerythristic

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : | 100.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Anerythristic 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Amelanistic 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Snow 0.00

6. Normal x Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 50.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic 0.00
Normal, Heero for Snow 50.00
Anerythristic 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Amelanistic 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Snow 0.00
7. Normal x Amelanistic

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythistic 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic 100.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Anerythristic 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Amelanistic 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Snow 0.00

Above / Below Examples oAmelanistic corn
shakes. Note the absence ofblack pgment.

TopPhoto courtesy Rich Humg
Bottom Photo courtesy LIH&Ewww.LIHS.org
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8. Normal x Amelanistic, Hetero for Smo

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic 50.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow 50.00
Anerythristic 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Amelanistic 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Snow 0.00
9. Normal x Snow

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow 100.00
Anerythristic 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Amelanistic 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Snow 0.00

Snow corn snakdacking bothred and black
pigments
Photo courtesyLIHS, www.LIHS.org

10.Normal, Hetero for Normal x Anerythristic, Hetero for Anerythristic

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal 25.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythrigc 50.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Anerythristic 25.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Amelanistic 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Snow 0.00
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11.Normal, Hetero for Normal x Anerythrig,

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal : 37.50
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 37.50
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic 12.50
Normal, Hetero for Snow 12.50
Anerythristic 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Amelanistic 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Snow 0.00

Hetero for Amelanistic

12.Normal, Hetero for Normal x Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal : 12.50
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 25.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelarstic 12.50
Normal, Hetero for Snow 25.00
Anerythristic 12.50
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow 12.50
Amelanistic 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Snow 0.00

13.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic x Anerythristic

Probable Percentage of @&fpring

Normal X 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 50.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Anerythristic 50.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Amelanistic 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow 0.00
Snow 0.00

LIHS Herpetofauna Journal ~ July/August 2009 ~ Volume 19, Issue 4 ~
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14.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic x Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 25.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic | : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow : 25.00
Anerythristic : 25.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow | : 25.00
Amelanistic : 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Snow : 0.00

15.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic x Amelanistic

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerthristic | : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic | : 50.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow : 50.00
Anerythristic : 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow | : 0.00
Amelanistic X 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Snow : 0.00

16.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic | : 25.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow : 50.00
Anerythristic : 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow | : 25.00
Amelanistic : 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Snow : 0.00

LIHS Herpetofauna Journal ~ July/August 2009 ~ Volume 19, Issue 4 ~
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17.Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic x Snow

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic | : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow : 50.00
Anerythristic : 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow | : 50.00
Amelanistic : 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Snow : 0.00

18.Normal, Hetero for Normal x Amelanistic, Hetero for Amelanistic

Probable Percentage of Offspmn :

Normal : 56.25
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 0.00
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic | : 37.50
Normal, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Anerythristic : 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow | : 0.00
Amelanistic X 6.25
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Srow : 0.00

19.Normal, Hetero for Normal x Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow

Probable Percentage of Offsprin :

Normal : 18.75
Normal, Hetero for Anerythristic| : 18.75
Normal, Hetero for Amelanistic | : 25.00
Normal, Hetero for Snow : 25.00
Anerythristic : 0.00
Anerythristic, Hetero for Snow | : 0.00
Amelanistic : 0.00
Amelanistic, Hetero for Snow : 0.00
Snow : 0.00

Part 2¢ Nos.20¢ 45 Next ISSUE
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On Burmese Pythons in the Everglades

Questions Posed and Answered on the Issues of PytharfSsouth
Floridaand in Captivity

David G. Barker and Tracy M. Barker

The Occasional Papers of Vida Preciosa International
no. 1

VPI Library

Boerne Texas
July 2009
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The Authors

David and Tracy Barker are graduate biologists with more than 70 years of combinee-exp
rience with reptiles and amphibians. They both have expansive herpetological backgroundsdinclu
ing work in zoo herpetological collections, museum collections, and field research. Their combined
interests and experiences range from dart poison frogsridgenose rattlesnakes. Herpetoculture is
the main interest of this husband and wife team; they own and manage Vida Preciosa International,
Inc., a commercial business that specializes in the captive propagation and research of pythons. Th
have publishel extensively on pythons, including the general topics of systematics, taxonomynmai
tenance, husbandry, reproduction, behavior, physiology, and morphology. Their most recent book,
Ball Pythons: The History, Natural History, Care, and Breegdivas recogized as Best Animal Book
of 2006 by the Independent Publishers Annual Awards. The authors can be contacted at
vpi@beecreek.net.

A substantially different version of this paper was published in April 20¢

© 2009 Vida Preciosa International, Inc.

On Burmese Pythons in the Everglades

Quedions Posed and Answered on the Issues of Pythons in South Florida and in Capvi

David G. Barker and Tracy M. Barker

Summary The issue at stake is Senate Bill 373, a
proposal by Florida Senator Bill Nelson to
There is no doubt and no denying that place pythons on the Injurious Wildlife List of
a population of the Burmese pythorRython the Lacey Act. There may be more than al-mi
molurus bivittatus is now established and lion pythons in cativity in the USA- no prov-
thriving in Everglades National Park and id-a sion is made as to their disposal should this bill
jacent areas of South Florida. The new gre be passed. Passage would surely causelban
ence of such a large snake species in the-co ruptcies and foreclosures for thousands of
tinental United States has precipitated pr American citizens at a time of the worst Ame
posed legislation that threatens to attack and ican economy in decades. This proposal is anti
very negatively affect the rightsf all Amei- science, antieducation and anticonservation.
cans to own, study, maintain, and breedyp It is poorly and ambiguously written. It
thons. amounts to a sweeping confiscation of the

property rights of 500,000 or more Americans.
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We traveled to South Florida so that
we personally could speak with folks who
have seen and collected pythons, and in the
hope that we might come to a better unde
standing of the issue of the presence of this
addition to the list of herpetofauna of Florida.
We make the following observations.

Burmese pythons are now established
and, by all reports, flourishing in South Florida.
It is unlikely that the species will be eradicated
from Florida. It is equally unlikely that the sp
cies will migrate or expand its range in Florida
beyond the historical Everglades region. The
presence oBurmese pythons in South Florida
should be regarded a state issue, not a natio
al issue.

At this time the &=
Burmese python is ae ﬁ,
rectly identified as an
an}uI 0t )\ali§Sr
OrSaze odal
AaAdSE aLISOA
pythons have not den-
onstrated anypotential
to pose increased risk to =S UNITED STATES
human health, agricls i =
ture, or the ecosystem of South Florida.

Florida has two native giant carnive
ous reptile predators, the American crocodile
and the American alligator. Both will prey on
Burmese pythons when givethe chance.
They are the apex predators of South Florida,
not Burmese pythons. In South Florida, Bu
mese pythons have predators at every size
class.

Despite claims to the contrary, there is
no evidence that the source of the founding
stock of Burmese pytons in South Florida was
released pets. No person has ever been-wi
nessed, charged or convicted of releasingy p

thon in South Florida. The founders of the
Everglades python population were most &k

ly imported hatchling pythons not deliberate-

ly releasal, large, captiveraised adults. We
discuss various possible scenarios and propose
that hurricane damage to pet industry animal
distributors is the most likely source.

Career biologists employed by the
United States Geological Survey ( USGS ) have
published a paper and map claiming that Bu
mese pythons can survive in the southern
third of the continental USA. This paper is
flawed and its conclusions are incorrect.

Likewise, the recently announced plan
to overwinter Burmese
pythons in outside -
protected enclosures in
South Carolina is thera
tithesis of science. It
adds to the sensationia
ism begun by USGS-b
ologists; this is a miga
propriation of funds
better spent in South
Florida actually addres-
ing the issue at hand. In
our opinion, research contractshould be ca-
celed.

The government entity best suited to
manage the project to control Burmeseyp
thons in South Florida is the United StategeD
partment of Agriculture ( USDA ) Wildlife e
vices. It is an agency with the most experience
in this type of poject, an excellent record of
results, and it is the only government agency
with federal authority for this type of project.
Wildlife Services has demonstrated a practical
resultsbased approach to resolve the projects
with which it has been charged. Ifryone is
going to receive funding, these are the bal
gists for this project.
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If further introductions of exotic trop-
cal species of plants and animals are to cease,
then we propose that the Port of Miami be
closed to international shipments of plants
and animals, and a northern port then be de
ignated as the portof-entry for tropical exotic
species.

What is so special about the Everglades and
South Florida?

Everglades National Park (ENP) is a
huge place. The park itself is more than 1.5
million acres larger than the state of Del
ware. Most of the park is accessible only by
KStAO2LIGSNI 2N FAND2I GO
park, but also is recognized as an International
Biosphere Reserve, a World Heritage Site, and
a Ramsar Wetland of International Ingo-
tance.

The climate of South Florida is seftmopical,

hot and muggy in the summer, dry and e

sant in the winter. All of South Florida, from

the Big Cypress Swamp at the northvest,

north to and including Lake Okeechobee in the
center, and the Atlatic Ridge on which the
Miami metropolitan area sits, is recognized as
the Everglades ecoregion or sometimes as the
GKAZU2NRAO 9OSNEHf I RBasz¢
lion acres.

Water defines the Everglades. Water
flows through the Everglades, draining the
rains of Central Florida as a slow continuous
shallow sheet of water that flows southward
to empty into Florida Bay. Over the past oe
tury, the water has been routed and reouted
by 1400 miles of canals and levees, mosheo
structed with the aim of draining vetlands for
development and providing water for agridu
ture.

To drive through the classic Everglades
GNAOGSNI 2F 3INI aaé rAa G2
plain of grass and sedge. South Florida is just a
few feet above sea level, the very bottom of
the peninsula of Florida, surrounded on three
sides by the salt water of the Atlantic Ocean,
Florida Bay, and the Gulf of Mexico. The Eve
glades barely emerge, mostly four or five feet
higher than sea level. Across the plains, the
grasses grow in water that riseand falls with
a wet and dry season, sometimes a foot or 18
inches in depth, sometimes only thick mud.

Out across the grassy flats are scattered low
hummocks, most with a stand of scrub and
low trees.

LGQa y2G 2yfteée | ylGAz2

The ENP is the most polluted and the
most disturbed eosystem of any national
park or preserve in the United States. In the
1950s and 1960s, some areas of the Everglades
were sprayed with four times the concendr
tion of Agent Orange as was sprayed in ¥ie
nam. Between the ENP and Lake Okeechobee
is a vast ara of 700,000 acres of sugarcane;
the waters draining this area carry the péast
cides and fertilizers from that industry. Much
of the runoff from the lawns and golf courses
of Miami and the agricultural fields of Honse
tead and Florida City flows through thENP.
The/WokldN@de Fudffor NaduPedsiimates Y A
that only 2% of pristine Everglade ecosystem
remains.

South Florida, including the ENP, is
home to more exotic species of plants anda
imals than any other region of the United
States. Indeed, there is probdpno similar
sized area of the world with more alien gp
cies so well established. Several thousand
plant and animal species recorded in ENP are
nonnative species.

Most of the exotic species are plants
escaped from the yards and fields of surrodn
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ing Souh Florida. The waters teem with exotic
fish, plants, algae, and mollusks; some fish are
escaped tropical fish from the aquarium trade
and some purposely introduced by gover
ment biologists for sport fishing. Most of the
lizard species in South Florida aexotic spe-
cies. There are 10 taxa of introduced anoie |
zards; green iguanas and spHtgiled iguanas
are the most commonly observed large pe
tiles in Miami. South American caiman are
found out in the swamps. Monk parakeets are
seen along the roads. Nilmonitor lizards and
giant veiled chameleons are found in the
northwestern corner of the region. Feral hogs
and house cats are comon, widespread, and
recognized as the most detrimental predators
of native wildlife. There are even severake
tablished colones of wild monkeys.

Burmesepythons are most often seen
crossing roads at night.Photo by Bill Love

Despite the extraordinary changes and
challenges brought by the twentjirst cen-
tury, the impression one gains when egp
riencing the ENP and South Florida is that the
place is wonderful. The productivity of the
land is extraordinary Driving down any road,
there are corstant scenes of ibis, herons,
egrets, various waterfowl, fish crows, kites
and ospreys. The place is vibrant, verdant,
bursting at the seams with life. Outside the
park there are more palm tree species and-v
rieties offruit trees than can be identified.
There are vast fields of potatoes, tomatoes,
onions, green beans and squash, and fallow
fields overgrown with scrub and grasses. There
are groves of all manner of citrus, nurseries
full of ornamental plants, stands of gyess,
live oaks and sabal palms.

The Everglades of today is like America
itself - a blending of species from around the
world, an ecosystem changing and adapting to
new influences that have arrived with the
growing flood of people that now inhabit all b
South Florida. The people are barred fromi
ing in the ENP, but the plants and animals that
have arrived with them know no such boursd
ries.

Despite the addition of so many exotic
species in ENP, the ecosystem has proven to
be resilient and remains fuctioning and po-
ductive. Its biodiversity is greater today that at
any time since the settlement of Florida. Yes,
it has to be monitored and sometimes &
naged. However, the fears and predictions of
environmentalists that any ecosystem sadv
dled at all traphic levels with exotic species
could not function have not proven to be true.
Most of the ecosystems of the entire planet
include a significant percentage of introduced
species as a consequence of the actions of
humans. The simple fact is that most exotic
YR aFfASyé alLISOASaxX
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positive contributions.

The Everglades of yesterday, the Eve
glades of 200 years ago, is gone. The purity of
the old historic Everglades has not been exp
rienced byany living human. Still, a return to
that ecosystem is held as the ultimate goal by
many conservationists and restorationists of
GKS aDflRSadeé ¢KSe@
edge that the remembered ecosystem itself
was but one vignette in a changing lanckspe.
The Everglades and all of South Florida have
changed, have always changed, and willheo
tinue to change. But they will never change
back.

When did the Burmese python colonize South
Florida?

The first published report of a Burmese
python in South Fdrida is of an individual
found in 1979 along the Tamiami Trall, just
outside the ENP at the northern boundary. In
the following 21 years, another 11 Burmese
pythons were recorded. Then, in 2002, 2yp
thons were reported. Since then the numbers
of reported and captured Burmese pythons
have increased each year. According to an i
terview in The New Yorke¢ April 20, 2009 )
with National Park Service biologist Skip Snow,
more than 900 pythons have been recorded in
the ENP and surrounding areas.

Estimates othe total numbers of wild
Burmese pythons living in South Florida are
varying and premature, but there is no doubt
that the species is present in large numbers,
widespread throughout the area, successfully
breeding, and there to stay. Most authorities
believe that the range of the Burmese python
in North America will be restricted to the
Everglades ecoregion.

SO2aead S yawhhtysR BuinfeS&®ython?e

YIS

An adult Burmese python is a big
snake. South Florida is famous for big snakes.
The biggest native snakes are easteri d
amondback rattlesnakes and indigos; both are
big species known to exceed eight feet in
length. In conparison, average adult Burmese
pythons are 9 to 12 feet in length. A #Dot

IF I A fcapiiv@ Burnt2€e $ythibn weigh® abbudgs 162 &

100 pounds; a wild python of sinal length
would weigh less, in most cases about 50 to 70
pounds.

The maximum size for the specieg-e
ceeds 17 feet. There are various historicelr
ports of lengths for the species that range
from 18 to 30 feet, but there are no accepted
or verifiable recads that exceed 20 feet. There
have been tens of thousands of Burmesg-p
thons raised in captivity since 1970. Most ne
er exceeded 12 feet in length; we are aware of
only one that may have exceeded 18 feet in
length.

In captivity few snakes attain ayr
where near maximum size; most examples of
large older adult males are 11 feet long and
females 1213 feet long. Just as in humans,
where maximum height for the species su
passes eight feet but most humans are less
than six feet, most Burmese pythons can be
expected to attain a size that is about two
thirds of the maximum.

As an aside, we mention that the nxa
imum length of the American alligator exceeds
17 feet and maximum weight approaches a
ton. Alligators are much larger than Burmese
pythons. Of course, mdsalligators are ro-
where near the maximum size, but even the
average adult gator is bigger and heavier than
the biggest pythons.
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The weight of a huge female python in
captivity can exceed 200 pounds. There are a
few reports of captive Burmese pythons that
exceeded 300 pounds in weight, but that is
roughly equivalent to the 806pound humans
you see pictured on the front of grocery store
tabloids. Wild snakes would be leaner and
lighter than captive specimens; weights of
about 12@;150 pounds seem likely fahe big-
gest specimens.

We are not aware of any studies
lished on the diet of Burmese pythons in their
native lands. Burmese pythons in South Flor
da are recorded to have eaten a variety of wve
tebrate prey-birds, mammals, and even ari-a
ligator or two.

Most alligator-python interactions do-
served in the Everglades have been the ahg
tor eating the python.

Juvenile Burmese pythorRython molurus
bivittatus.

Burmese pythons are not venomous
and not aggressive snakes. Pythons enneu
tered in nature can be expected to defend
themselves with hissing, defetion, striking,

and biting. This is true for essentially all wild
snakes, no matter their size.

Burmese pythons are considered a
common species throughout much of theiran
tive range in southeastern China, Southeast
Asia, and Indonesia; for centuries thspecies
has coexisted in peaceful close proximity with
humans throughout its range. In the the
sands of years of written history in that region,
we are not aware of a record of a Burmesg-{
thon eating a human.

Is the Everglades suitable habitat for Buase
pythons?

The ENP may be better habitat for
Burmese pythons than exists anywhere in
their native range. It seems an irony that the
dominant invasive plant growing on the dikes
and berms that crisscross the Everglades is
OFftSR dzNJY |
GKAO1SGaz FYyR AGQa |
Burmese pythons back in Southeast Asia.
When Burmese pythons arrived in ENP, they
found it welcoming.

In ENP there are more than a million
acres of protected suitable habitat, mostiyi
acessible to humans, with essentially only
one short road with low traffic cutting diag-
nally from the east side southwest to Flami
go. The ENP is the only place where Burmese
LRGK2ya R2y QG O02YLISGS

We predict that- protected from hunt-
ing, traffic, and farm equipment Burmese -
thons will grow to large proportions in the
Everglades. Every now and then, an immense
python will be discovered in the park. These
large pythons will receive a lot of media atte
tion, at least until the publc tires of the story.
They will be touted as monsters that the o
lic should fear by the National Park Service (
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NPS ) employees and USGS invasive
snake hologists who will be wrestling
them in front of cameras.

These big adult Burmeseyp
thons are not gang to leave the park
and crawl to Mami, although a nm-
OSNJ 2F I20WNMIPNEVIAISEA ¢al
have implied that. These big snakes
R2y Qi Y2@S TIN® ¢KSe@
found a good place to live, evidenced
by their size, and they are staying
there. The large estblished snakes
breed, and it is their babies that travel
to find their own niche in the world.

The paradox is that nowhere
else in Florida is a good place to be a
python. The further away from ENP
that Burmese pythons spread, the
smaller they will be. Tkre are strong
selective pressures against being a big snake.
For one thing, it takes longer to cross a road.
Bigger snakes have fewer places to hide.

Traffic, mechanized agriculture, poor
habitat, cooler temperatures, increased exp
sure to humans, all Wi serve to select for
small size once the pythons leave the ENP. We
predict that the average size of Burmesegp
thons outside the park will be dramatically
smaller. Most adults will be only six to ten feet
in length, similar in size to the larger native
Horida snake species.

Who is responsible for Senate Bill 373 ( S. 373)
to ban the importation and possession ofyp
thons?

The establishment of a population of
Burmese pythons in South Florida hasopr
vided an opportunity for several entities to
advance tleir agendas they will benefit if py-
thons can be made to appear as a serious

Kl @S 206 @A 2dz

LINEOE SY® hT O2dzNESE A
can make certain that the public knows it is a
really terrible problem.

Senator Bill Nelson, a Democratic Isgi
lator from Florida is responsible for S. 373, a
proposal to ban pythons by placing them on
the Injurious Species List of the Lacey Act. If
Senator Nelson can convince the United States
Congress that pythons are a SERIOUS
PROBLEM, he stands to make money for his
state and povide support for EvergladesdN
tional Park. Money will flow into his state to
study the Burmese pythons that now are sdk
ly established in South Florida.

A second entity is a group of USGS i
vasion biologists who specialize in snakes. A
significant perentage of their income is fé-
eral funding. The invasiwsnake biologists -
ure that when the money comes rolling in to
study the python problem, they are going to
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be the recipients. They apparently want to
make their careers as the python fighters of
Flornda.

Another entity consists of non
government environmental organizations. The
Defenders of Wildlife, Nature Conservancy,
and Humane Society of the United States (
HSUS ) all have expressed support for S. 373.
Removing exotic animals from captivity is a
goal of each of these organizations. Every year
and every legislative session, these and other
similar organizations work with sympathetic
legislators to remove animals from the Amer
can public. Senate Bill 373 strongly resembles
typical animatrights reguation proposals.

Why did Senator Bill Nelson create S. 373, a
proposal that will place pythons on the In}
rious Wildlife List of the Lacey Act?

Senator Nelson undoubtedly wants to
bring attention to what he sees or what he has
0SSy

Senator Nelson has worked to convince
people that those pythons living quietly down
at the southern tip of his state will be sprekh
ing across the nation. If pythons could be
framed as a national problem, then maybe
federal funds will ke made available to study
the problem.

S. 373 is a proposed federal law that
would ban pythons inside this nation, and if
passed would be some confirmation thatyp
thons must be of national importance.

Senator Nelson claimed in a television
interview that he was going to warn the sex
tors from other states that Florida pythons
were going to spread all the way west to Gal
fornia and north to Washington, D.C. He was
apparently unaware that the paper and the

map he referenced had already been e
pletely disgedited. Most authorities believe
that the eventual range of the pythons will be
the Everglades ecoregion.

In our opinion, Senator Nelson has
been misinformed- the researchers to whom
he has turned for information have little
knowledge of or experience ith pythons. We
argue that these biologists have a conflict of
interest and lack of objectivity as they will
benefit if they can maximize the magnitude of
any problems that Burmese pythons might
present, real or hypothetical.

{ Syl 12NJ bSft a2y3a&an LN
inappropriate national solution for what
amounts to a local state problem. The @+
posed law is, in its essence, an animaihts
regulation that confiscates the rights of lawful
Americans to own animals.

Will passing S. 373 have any effect dretpy-

02f R khfihe Bvér§ladésLIt A 3 Kifibés in South Florida?

Of course not! Burmese pythons are in
the Everglades to stay. They are now a perm
nent member of the herpetofauna of Florida.

What is the result if S. 373 is passed?

S. 373 is poorly written and ambiguous;
the species it intudes cannot be identified
with certainty. As written, the bill confuses
and misuses several taxonomic ranks. It could
be interpreted to include all pythons, a group
comprising 9 genera and 52 species and sub
pecies. It might be interpreted to apply onlio
pythons that are classified in the genuy-
thond LG YAIKG oS GKIFG 0
specify only the Burmese python, in keeping
with a petition sent to the U.S. Fish and Wi
life Service (USFWS) by the South Florida-W
ter Management District ( SWYMD ) in 2007 to
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initiate the procedure to place that taxon on
the Injurious Wildlife List.

If the bill is interpreted to include p-
thons in the genug?ython then that would n-
clude the following taxa: ball pythonsP. re-
gius); blood pythons (P. brongersmai); Ba-
neo pythons (P. breitensteini); Sumatran -
thons (P. curtus); southwestern desert g-
thons (P. anchietae); Asian rock pythons, P.
molurus); African pythons . sebag; south-
ern African pythons . natalensis.

The first five spea@s of pythons listed
above are small to mediunsized snakes that
are found in hundreds of thousands of Amier
can homes throughout the countrycommon
captives and absolutely harmless to humans.
The last three in this list are

these pythons would not be able to sell,
breed, or transport the snakes, under penalty
of federal law. The snakes could not bee
tered into any type of commercial activity.

No attempt would be made taconfis-
cate privately owned animals. That would be
impossible; neither the manpower to do it nor
the knowledge of where the animals are-
cated currently exists. The animals would be
valueless, and current thought is that over the
years, not being bred, tay would just die out.

There is no consideration for the 4
dreds of thousands of owners of these snakes
K2 &adzRRSyfe& OFyQi R2
Hundreds of thousands of people have made
significant investments of moey, time, and

large species. The Bumese [y-
thon is a subspecies of the Asiar
rock python.

The three largePython
species do #ain sufficiently
large size to pose some risk to
their keepers. However, a person is at least
100,000 times more likely to require a trip to
the emergency room because afjuries from
a dog than from one of these large snakes.
Consider that in the period of one month in
early 2009 two chilren were killed by their
own family dogs in the San Antonio area.

The fact is that all large animals carry
varying degrees of riskvieasured on a per &-
pita basis, the probability of injury or death
from large nonrvenomous snakes is the lowest
of all large animals.

The Lacey Act provides some leeway
for differing interpretations from state to
state. However, the reality is that if pjpons
are listed as injurious wildlife, the owners of

Most people do not
realize that the vast
majority of all reptiles
in captivity are
captive-bred anmals.

equipment with their pythons.
The direct esult of S. 373 would
be to destroy many sccessful
small businesses at a time of the
worst economy in American ki
tory. There will be éreclosures
and bankruptcies resulting from
the passage of this proposal.

Just how many pythonsra there in captivity?

No one knows how many pythons are
in captivity in the U.S. Based on what we do
know about annual imports over the past 20
years, survivorship and breeding success, we
feel that a conservative estimate of the total
number of pythonsin captivity in this country
is around a million animals.

Ly FlLOGxX AGQa LI2aaa
million ball pythons currently reside in the
United States. There may be more than 50,000
blood pythons in captivity. Borneo pythons
and Burmese pythonslso have large captive
populations numbering perhaps 20,000 to
40,000. There are large sedtistaining captive
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populations of green pythons, carpet pythons, Can you imagine that with the ecan
OSYUNIft ALY LRGOGK2Yyas [/ KAnyRdBhnibies, wienipliyingnd and foreciNE

blotched pythons, spotted pythons, reti¢- sures rising, the embarrassing state of educ

lated pythons, freckled pythons, and more. tion, two wars, a war on drugs, most of the-c
tizenry without health insurance, crime, pal-

Likewise, the number of peoplefa tion, and global warming (to name a feve

fected by this action is unknown. We have sues of the twentyfirst century), that a con-

found estimates of the number of American mittee of the U.S. Senate is taking the time to

homes with reptile pets that range from 4.4 consider whether or not people should have

million to 11 million. Pythons are among the snakes for pets?

most common ofall snakes in captivity, so it

does not seem unreasonable that at least Who are the invasivesnake bidogists current-

500,000 people would be affected by this@r ly studying or planning to study Burmeseyp

posed legislation, maybe more than a million. thons in Florida?

¢CKFGiQa I 20 2F LIS2LX S GSNER dzyKI LI 6A0GK GKS

government and legislators responsible for Invasion biology is a new branch of

this unwarranted and unkind violation of A0ASYyOSo LGQa GKS aidzF

American liberties. plants and animals that have deleterioud-e

fects on ecosystems.

Where do all these pythons | X 0 KS& 3If 2 & &ad
in captivity come from? that if there is There has only ever
_ significant global warming, allff © SSY 2ly®A @3 ya@y

o The overwhelml.ng of South Florida will be sor and that.ls the browq tres-
majority of all pythons in nake,Boiga irregularis It
captivity are captivebred merged under Oce""_” W_ater’ probably was introduced to
and-hatched. Most people even much of Miami. the island of Guam back in
do not realize that the vast the 1940s when it arrived as
majority of all reptiles in captivity are captive a stowaway in shipments of military egpk
bred animals. Commercial breeding projects ment.
have been sacessfully going on for the past
20 years. Guam was an important military base

in the Cold War, ag was home to Western

What will happen to all of these pythons in radar arrays that were pointed at the eastern
captivity if S. 373 passes? Soviet Union. The brown treesnake originally

came to the notice of the government because
{SYylFG2NJ bSfaz2yQa LINPRtsBEboled halsits tdok ivup RtS the/pdwer

provision for thesafe and secure futures of lines and transformers where it caused the
the snakes that suddenly will be made pariahs sands ofelectrical shorts, resulting in power
by his proposal. Some may be euthanized,; outages to military and civilian installations
some- perhaps many could be released just over a period of several decades.

for spite. Some will be tended quietly until

they die. We suspect that many laabiding Several government agencies have
citizenswill be made into criminals, breaking been involved in programs to control brown
the law by breeding and dealing. treesnakes, the best funded being a USG8-pr
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gram headed bypiologist Gordon Rodda. Rb
da might end up as the administrator of the
Burmese python project if the USGS gainsi€co
trol of Burmese python research, as happened
in Guam.

After 25 years and tens of millions of
taxpayer dollars, the bottom line is that brown
treesnakes are just as plentiful in Guam ag-e
er and they have eaten most of the native
wildlife. In fact, there are areas in Guam today
that have some of the densest known snake
populations in the world. The project received
at least a million dollars lat year and will ask
for more this year.

In contrast to the USGS project, USDA
Wildlife Services was charged with carrying
out an integrated pestmanagement program
to deter the spread of brown treesnakes from
Guam through military and commercial trem
portation routes, primarily to Hawaii. In the
process, they developed highly successful
tools and strategies that have resulted in no
brown treesnakes identified alive in Hawaii
since the program became fully operational.
This same government agency is alitework
on the Burmese python project in Florida if
funding is made available. They can apply their
focused and practical approaches to directly
addressing the python situation in South Fier
da.

The USGS invasivaake biologists
have taken the lessons ty learned in Guam
studying brown treesnakes, and now want to
FLILJ & GKFEG € SENYyAy3 G2
Florida. Of course, what they learned was how
to get tax dollars to fund their research. ka
payer dollars funded their visits to a tropical
island- their research and the research of their
graduate students; they made their careers at
taxpayer expense.

It is to their great advantage to inform
the public thatFlorida pythons are a terrible
menace to the American way of life. That is
because thereal money comes from federal
Fdzy RAy3aod LT (KS GLRGK?2
to the Everglades, then the invasivenake h-
ologists would likely receive funding only from
the state of Florida. But what if Burmeseyp
GK2ya O2dAZ R &aLINBIR | ON
To that end, three USGS biologists
Rodda, Jarnevich and Reedenerated a now
discredited paper in 2008 in a journal called
Biological InvasionsThe paper is a crystal ball
prediction complete with fancy colored maps,
and it foretells that Burmese pythons
spread across the southern United States,
from Washington, D.C., to San Francisco. To
YIS adz2NBE GKA&a aSyal da
overlooked, Rodda issued several press r
leases- official USGS government press-r
leases. The press releases were mdmifore
the publication of the paper and before saie
tists had any chance to evaluate it. They went
viral online, and for a few days dominated ke
evision, radio, and print media, too.

Even though this paper was quickly
criticized and discredited in prinby multiple
publications, the fallacious statement that
Burmese pythons could spread through the
southern USA had opened I y R 2 NJandQ &
became indelibly etched in the public andop
litical consciousness.

In the following weeks, Rodda and bt
el ikv&sivesnake bikl@yigts eI ri/ivEcE
by countless publicity and media outlets. They
claimed that pythons would endanger ever
thing from beavers to dogs to grandmothers
as they cut a swath of ecological destruction
across the country.
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hyS KlFa 2yE§e@ ologists combined, but not one
§KS GS8SNY a. dzN 8 a\&hyweouldkthe/USGS || has been caosulted in this ma-
9SNEf I RSa¢idid 2 | & S vaskesaake NJ ter.

culous claims and threatser

peated over and over in video
clips and print articles throug-
out the mainstream media. A-

biologists want to Kill
the goose that lays
golden eggs”?

Is the Burmese python an ira+
sive species?

parently if a lie is repeated B
ten enough, it becomes the truth no matter
how biga lie it was to start with.

Will the pythons spread if there is global
warming?

Rodda et al. not only foretold the
spread of pythons in the near future, they
pushed their predictions even farther into the
future and warned that global warming would
increase the potential favorable climate for
pythons in the United States.

However, they glossed over the fact
that if there is significant global warming, all
of South Florida will be submerged under
ocean water, even much of Miami. All of the
Everglades W be a marine park and no mo
ey, not even a government bailout, will save it.

Are the invasivesnake biologists experts on
pythons?

The invasivesnake biologists may be
experts on brown treesnakes, but from what
we have seen, they have very little perience
with pythons. Some of the public statements
made to the media sound more like they were
the consultants for the movie®\nacondaand
Snakes on a Planian calm, knowledgeable
scientists.

Many individuals in the private reptile
community have moreaxperience with [y-
thons than all of the USGS invasigaake -

No. We have it on pres
dential authority that the Burmese python in
Florida is notan invasive species. They can be

correctly ideniF A SR & Iy aSE2I
'y aSadlofAaKadveSpE2 (A C
OASasz¢ 2N S@GSy Ly alfa

by legal defintion an invasive species.

Presidential Order 13112, signed into
law by President Bill Clinton on February 3,
1999, and titledinvasive Speciegprovides the
F2tt26Ay3 RSTAYALAZ2Y «
species means an alien species whose antr
duction does or is likely to cause economic or
environmental harm, or harnto human
KSIt GdK®pé

To date the Burmese python has not
caused harm to humans, environment or agr
culture. All vertebrate species in Florida that
currently are recognized as endangered or
threatened had received such status longb
fore Burmese pythons camerto the scene.
By the book, the Burmese python is not an-i
vasive species.

Why do the invasivesnake biologists refer to
the Burmese python as an invasive species if it
IS not?

Maybe a species has to be identified as
GAY Ol aADSEéE 0ST2I8Brintadzy R
sive-snake biologists to study it. Since most
LIS2LX S R2y Qi 1y26 el KSN
tween an exotic species and an invasiveesp
cies, the invasivesnake biologists apparently
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feel free to call it what benefits them the
most.

Will the invasive-snake biologists be able to
eradicate Burmese pythons from South For
da?

Of course notk in the past 25 years,
with tens of millions of dollars, the USGS iav
siveay 1S 0A2ft23A404
treesnakes on the densely populated island of
Guam, much less eradicate them. The ENP is
an area ten times larger than Guam and most
of it is inaccessible on foot or by wheeledv
hicle. The historic Everglades area is more
than 20 times larger than Guam. Burmesg-p
thons are firmly established in the age

Why would the USGS invasisnake
biologists want to kill the goose that lays ¢o
RSy S33aK !a az2z2y I a
the funding money dries up. Look at their $1
tory in Guam. They perpetuated their exd
tence by convincing funding sources dfé im-
portance of arcane and superfluous research
without practically and effectively addressing
the problem at hand.

It will be a waste of taxpayer money to
spend one dime on the promise of eradicating
Burmese pythons from the Ever glades.

That is thelesson that the brown treesnakes in
Guam should have taught us, the taxpayers.

How many nonnative snake species are dsta
lished in the country?

There are few successful snake iotr
ductions anywhere in the world. Snakepa
LI NByidfte NByQid @SNE

The Brahminy wormsnake, a tiny
worm-sized burrower, has been spread to

O 2 dzt eRofi€stiuctio? v i NP f

iKS

many international locales, including Florida
and Hawaii, apparently traveling in flowe
pots. The Florida banded watersnake wasrpu
posely introduced to a small resaca in South
Texas ad 50 years later there remains a small
quiet population. For about 40 years a very
small population of boa constrictors has lived
in a stand of trees in a small park in Miami.
These species have not created any known
ONR oY

The brown treesnakes a special case.

Guam was an island without predators. Not
only was there nothing native on the island
that would eat brown treesnakes, the other
species native to the island had evolved in the
absence of predators. The only vertebrates on
the island wee birds, geckos, skinks, bats, and
introduced mice and rats all preferred dietary
items of the introduced snakes.
LINEG6tSY A& GFAESRIZ¢

The snakes ate most of the species on
the island while the invasivesnake biologists
watched. Brown treesnakes became the ges
er-child for the crusaders against invasive e
tebrate species.

Whateverthe future holds for the
Burmese python in South Florida, it will not
follow the path of the brown treesnake. The
historic Everglades is an area replete with all
manner of snakeeating predatas, and all -
tential prey items have also evolved in the
presence of ophidian predators.

Is it a fact that pythons in the Everglades are a
terrible ecological problem?

No, it truly is not yet known what
changes or problems the pythons in South

3 2FRpdawillicaude iA®this point in time, Bu

mese pythons are just one of the thousands of
established exotic species in South Florida.
They are predators, and we know that they, in
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turn, also have predtors at all age and size
classes.

The ecology of the Evglades is in co-
stant flux and has been for at least the past
century. It remains to be seen if the presence
of Burmese pythons will have any significant
effect on the Everglades beyond what already
is at play there. Remember, this already is the
area ofthe world with the most introduced
non-native species.

Could they prey on endangered or
threatened species? Yes, certainly that is ges
ible. But, in turn, pythons will likely be idemt
fied as significant predators of feral cats and
young feral hogs, bothdentified as detrimen-
tal invasive species in the Everglades.

It may be that Burmese
pythons kecome a valuablee-
source. As is true for allegors,
the hide of pythons has value;
python skins are commercially

XS@Sy

outcome is known and it
IS certain.

is a formally listed endangered species (even
though it actually is only a subspecies.)

The Key Largo woodrat is a subspecies
of the common and widespread Florida we
RN} G faz2 Ot feSmethe
rat was found over the entire island; the pap
lation numbered in the hundreds of tho-
sands. The population crashed due to traffic,
predation by cats and dogs, loss of habitat due
to rampant overdevelopment, and all of the
other problems that cane with the human ck-
velopment and overpopulation of a tropical
paradise.

aL

Key Largo has an unusually large pop
lation of feral cats. In fact, a wello-do neigh-
borhood nextdoor to Crocodile Lake National
Wildlife Refuge purposely feeds and supports
a cobny of hundreds of feral
cats. These cats are undbu
tedly the major predators of
woodrats.

I 0 theK

harvested throughout their
native ranges. Jusas iguanas in Miami are
harvested for meat, many cultures corgsr
python to be a delicacy.

What Burmese pythons are is an ure
pected change, a new factor in the ecology of
an already highly modified ecosystem. It is a
fact that they are in the Everglags to stay, a
permanent addition to the herpetofauna of
Florida.

What about that cute little rodent that was
eaten by a Burmese python?

Two Key Largo woodrats were found in
the stomach of a Burmese python that san
how had gotten from mainland Florida seval
miles across Florida Bay to Key Largo. This rat

A few years ago the
population of Key Largo woodrats had
dropped to an estimated 25 individuals.

With a large grant of money ( millions ),
a largely unsuccessfulti@mpt was made to
improve the woodrat habitat in Crocodile Lake
National Wildlife Refuge, a protected area on
the northeastern half of Key Largo, site of the
last remaining woodrats. The populatiorot
day is estimated at a hundred woodrats or so.

So whenone Burmese python ate two
at a meal, alarms bells went off. It wa®¥
peated over and over these alien pythons are
about to eradicate a unique taxon of rodent!
Of course, this ignores the fact that people (
and feral cats ) have already eradicated about
99.99% of all Key Largo woodrats.
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Adult Burmese pythons eat feral cats. 0K2dzAKG aoKFEG GKS KSft
But it will take the hatching of only one clutch R2yS S@OSNERGKAY3 6S OFy
of Burmese python eggs in or near rat habitat
in Crocodile Lake NWR to draw the curtain on LGQa + YFOGGSNI 2F LN
Key Largo woodrats. Those 40 little hatatn woodrats are truly important and if we want
pythons will eat every woodrat in short time. future generations of kids and biologists toe

able to experience them as living creatures,
It is our sad belief that then it is time to catch every
most of the USGS invasive Never before have last one of them and put
snake biologists are impatiently them in cages with exercise
waiting for this moment. Never wheels; create two or three

pictures of two dead and

mind that the Key Largo wo- rotting animals .been SO colonies, each managed by a
drat has been swirling the bowl popular online. commercial rodent breeder;
for a decade and that, snakes o remove the endangered sa-
no snakes, it already is functionally extinct. tus; and let trem be commercilly bred. It will
cost a fraction of the money that has already
The day that the Burmese python eats been spent, and it will ensure that this rodent
that last rat, those USGS invasikgmake biob- will survive into the future.

gists are going to compose a tegrking press
NEtSFasS G(KIFG aléea é&! fASy tanih&@hérhant, izheSaratDareieft v
GA2Y 2F 9y RI Ve WBGea{ LIS OrktlSi (@émi) wild state, they are doomed.
closeup picture of the cute little fuzzy big They willgo extinct. If the object is to study
eyed rat. how they go extinct, this is a readgnade
classroom. But let there be no misundersten

2 KFG GKSe@ 62y Qi o6 NP FidgGeveh at this pointitheDutcome is known
YYSg LG 21 & D2Ay3 (2 | IandidSsyertain/ IRt nd tBarshé fRefl @iden the
52 1 yeluKAYy3I G2 {G2L) L { détpasses.

On the day that rat dies, the USG% | Will Burmese pythons at dogs?
vasivesnake biologists will immediately
double their requests for funding and as &+ Unlike alligators, Burmese python®f

adzt & 2F . dzZN¥SasS LR IGK2ya fyi2es RO25AQIA faAllyR aly2 S|
species] Af f SNBZ¢ GKS@& gAff migiNRBapperdayain, bat$nost Buimbse/i K S

money they request and more. Forget the fact thons act terrified and try to flee if confronted

GKFG Y2ad 27F 2dzNJ NB LINS 3b$ evénta Smalbterder. Theyddd datcarsiwol S

woodrat from a hamster. No rd-blooded ever.

American legislator wants to be accused of i

action while an alien invader is consuming our In the natural range of the Burmese y

endangered species. thon there are a number of small and ea

dium-sized wild feline species. Based onpsa

Right now, after reading the past two tive behavior and stomackcontent analysis of

paragraphs, all the biologists and researchers wild Florida pythons, there seems no doubt
Ay {2dziK Cft 2NARI Ay @2 ABRN they naliv&rSngaBdrsiése fythdidEeat
woodNJ G NBEO2 GSNE LINE 2 S Ol catsKtheg Day bacatizperiRlists. y R
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However, the dominant canine species
in the native range of the Burmese python was
the dhole. The dhole is a pack animal, a social
wild dog species that lived and hunted in large
packs of over a hundred dholes. At least it
used to, backbefore it was hunted to near -
tinction. Then there was no such thing as a-s
litary dhole - when a Burmese python encaou
G§SNBR I RK2ftSz A
The dholes were known to attack and kilig
ers and buffalo, overwhelming them with
numbers. It seems logical that the reason why
most Burmese pythons show no interest in
eating dogs is that canine avoidance is asu
vival instinct.

Can Burmese pythons eat Florida panthers?

Maybe, if they can find one. Pythons in
the Everglades are recordkto have eaten
bobcats and feral house cats. A Florida phnt
er is a possibility, if the python is big enough.
The problem is that there are panthers living
Ay CEt2NARIFZ o6dzi GKSe
- not the real thing. The real thing was prab
bly wiped out when conservation biologists
imported Texas mountain lions into Florida,
with the stated aim of strengthening the Flor
da panthers by interbreeding them to the ke
as lineage.

Perhaps they got the idea from the-f
shery biologists of other states/ho for dec-
ades have imported Florida largaouth bass
YR NBfSIFaSR GKSYmAy (2
LINE @S¢ (GKS 3ASySiAaoa 27
irony of government biologists making exotic
introductions is not lost on us, but they do it
all the time. |

The decision to outcross panthers was
made because even 20 years ago it wds o
vious that the Florida race was doomed. The
purity of the bloodlines was lost. A small

I Ndon. v 2

number of panthers still roam Florida, but
even with Texas genes, the population is
dwindling - a dozen or more are killed every
year on the highways.

You better believe that if the rat is
going to get a presselease memorial to mark
its passing, then if that last panther happens

R A RY Qaibe 8aen iy & pythonFilenedwill e Gelignle

ter coverage and dallite images. The in&-
sive-snake biologists will be so grateful that
they will use some of their federal funding to
erect a marble cenotaph in memory of that
great python.

2 KIG F o2 dz Si
hunting beagle?

Gt @i K2y t

Python Pete is a publicitgtunt. Oh,
there really is a cute beagle named Pete who
was trained to follow the scent of a python.
He even has his own website. However, after
three years, Pete has yet to find a singlg-p
GCt 2NARI LI YyUGKS

Service biologist stationed in the Exe
glades and the orsite biologist most involved
with Burmese pythons, and pilot Mike Barron
happened to notice the carcasses as they flew
over the swamp. After

Mostly Pete and his handler do media
events to tell the public about the terrible p-
thon problem.

GKSANI g GSNBR (2 d4A
Wihit & thy stoly af BSfanfolsPpiktiupbe tabkent K
in the ENP of the dead headless-1@t py-
thon, ripped open with a éfoot alligator harg-
ing halfway out of its body?

It seems a curious coincidence that one
of the persons who will benefit the most from
federal funding to fght the python problem
would be the one passenger in the helicopter
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flying over the enormity of the ENP that just
happened to pass right over this very bizarre
scene. Dr. Skip Snow, the National Park

ing this absolutely &traordinary discovery,
they flew back to base and retrieved a

al Geographic phaigrapher who was

ently just waiting around until someone could
find him something to shoot. They returned
and took the photos that shook the Internet.
Never before have pictures of two dead

ting animals been so popular online.

From the comments and reactions of
biologists and conservationists in Florida, you
would have thought that a rottweiler had just
torn their kitten apart on the front lawn. For
years biologists and conservationists have
worried about the overpopulation of alligators
in Florida- they even allow hunting them.

Then a python comes along, eats an alligator,
IyR &dzRRSyfeé AGQa (KS
gators.

CSI would have had a field day invest
gating this apparent gatociR S ® L {
simple eatand-disappear act of predation ty-
ical of pythons. For one thing, the head of the
python was missing. A careful survey of the
area did not turn up the missing head, so it
LINRPOLFOf & RARYQOG FIff
ripped off by an even larger gator.

The head of the dead gator, crammed
headfirst into the splitopen gut of the dead
python, was either slightly digested or maybe
just decomposed and picked clean by aquatic
organisms. Interestingly, it was reported that
the bones in the head of the ingested gator
g SNBE ONHzZ KSRT GKI Q&
AlQa + LINBOGe
mention of the proximity of the crime scene to

a road, but perhaps the ython ate a road
killed gator? It might have been a smkdr ga-
tor killed by a larger gator.

hT O2dzaNESZ AdGQa | f
prankster stuck the nose of a roakilled gator
in a gash into the body cavity of a dead python
and positioned it on an exposed bank along a
flight path. The biologists who invegjated
the scene reported that it seemed strange that
vultures, plentiful throughout ENP, had not
taken a single bite out of the decomposing
bodies of the two dead reptiles. In the words
of Dr. Stephen Secor, one of the investigating
oA 2f 23Aa ieve knavi eRactly wHat
happened in September 2005 in the struggle
between python and alligator; it will always
NEBYIFAY I YeaidSNE e

Is South Florida made more dangerous by the
| pkdgedrke 6f BUrddeSe pE@dM? Ct 2 NRA R |

ComeonA (i Q&
Miami Vice am Scarface! We know all about

& | & y Sbiith RioKd& from telewsion and the news

media, just like we know all about pythons
from television and the news media.

Those USGS invasigmake biologists,
2 TSEnhtorlNélson, &ny theiehvirddGaxlistd aff
are doing their bet to implant the perception
of hazard into the consciousness of the public
gAOUK allidSySyaa tA1S
reptile predator is vying for the slot of top
LINBRIFGU2NJ AYy GKS
before this giant snake will be found in b&e
8 NR&a FyR OlFylfa |Iff
amounts to a government campaign to create
y 2féar ahd thelénédia 2 yiot eévéndpyeRioniny/the
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[ SG6Qa 6S N
- all the waterways of the
Everglades and, for that
matter, all of Floridaare d-
ready ruled by a giant caiin

South Florida is already a
place where you keep the dog
on a leash and an eye on all
small kids.

humans came along and
messed everything up.

There are all degrees
as to just how strongly and

vorous reptile predator that
can weigh over a thousand pounds. More than
1.5 million gators are in Florida.

Alligators live in the cities, they prowl
the canals and the backyards, they are found
Ay LIS2 LY SQA& s,dhsyledt dohs/ <
casionally they kill people, and they eat Bu
mese pythons. South Florida is already a place
where you keep the dog on a leash and an eye
on all small kids.

Based on the history of Burmeseyp
thons and humans in their native lands, and
considering the dangers of South Florida in
ISYySNIfsx AGQa
pythons are going to make life more hazhr
ous than it already is.

What about statements that the Burmeseyp
thon is now the apex predator in the Eve
glades?

Anyonemaking that statement has
been listening to the USGS invasigaake -
ologists. They like to say it a lot. Apparently
they forgot about alligators.

How are environmental organizations involved
in all of this?

There are a number of welbrganized
and welHunded national groups that come
under the unbrella of the envionmental
movement. The underlying philosophy is, in
SaasSyoSsz GKI i
environmentalists affectionately refer to her)
and all her ecosystems were just perfect uhti

a2 iKSNI 9 lwithivkam tiiey have bder fieadlyl &

zealously these views are

held. Depending on the group, there are elRv
NREYYSYyGlrtAada sK2 R2YyC
ranching, agriculture, hunting, translocating
game fish, landscaping with nonnative plants,
logging, or the tropical fish industry. If it has

LJ2aRything to do with changes to an ecosystem,

you can be certain that there is an envine

mental organization that disapproves of what
you are doing. To borrow &rm from Woody
lffSys GKS@ |INB aLlRfey
having many organizations, they cover all the
bases.

Changes to an ecosystem include the

RA T FA Odzt lintrédactioh df helvspeSes, Kistiadly refatrddy” S

G2 a artASyé¢ 2N Giygdl
bels make thassue sound so much morees
rious. We xenophobic humans certainly do not
want to be invaded by aliens.

Ly GKA&a OFaSsz Sy@daN
like kids and keepers who maintain nonnative
snakes and other reptiles in their homes as a
hobby, a business, or passing interest. Those
animals might get loose and become invasive.

The environmental movement is well
financed. They are a powerful lobbying force
4G SOSNEB tS@St 2F F20S
that for years they have contributed to the
campaigns of syipathetic legislators. As soon
as the new administration came to Waship
ton, D.C., the enviromental groups called in
their chits from the Democratic legislators

Yy

Environmental groups and animal
rights groups ( two endsfoa continuum ) have

LIHS Herpetofauna Journal ~ July/August 2009 ~ Volume 19, Issue 4 ~

www.LIHS.org Page 33

|

2 N

a A

BY

INy



http://www.lihs.org/

SYR2NASR
place pythons on the Injurious Wildlife List,
amending the Lacey Act. This bill, mentioned
earlier, is identified as S. 373. Surely they do
not realize the content and fareaching co-
sequerces of this proposal.

What is the value of captivity from the view of
conservation?

It was in the late 1960s that we first
KSINR GKS
GADAGE DE
gists, conservationists and environmentats
up to the present. We are shocked and+
pulsed by the hubris of that
statement. Captvity must
now be accepted as a viable
and important alternative
to extinction.

It is a matter of pe-
serving life on earth as we
know it by any means pas
ible. The rae of extinction
on our planet is unpree-
dented and accelerating.$
timated rate of loss is cu

One of the greatest achies+
ments of congrvation in the
past 20 years has been these
tablishment of several ho-
dred species of reptiles in &t
ble, seltsustaining, captive
populations maintained by
private herpetoculturists.

{ Syl G42NJ bSt a2y arLak®nhl2od doriseniation ifi capivitg

exist?

One of the greatest achievements of
conservation in the past 20 years has been the
establishment of several hundred species of
reptiles in viable, seksustaining, captive
populations maintained by private herpetocdu
turists. This has been accomplished with a-d
centralized, nongovernmental, economically
driven model of conservation.

al eAy3sz mo Si iNdthedéniyofyA@éricat txes/hasiggne © I
2 S KIF@S KSI NR thelfoundidsflthéss evloried of ankrls,

yet there they are. Some of these species are
so rare that the number of captivéred ind-
viduals far exceeds the total
number of speamens ever
observed in the wild. A
number of these animals
are highly endangered,
most notably the Asian te-
tles - some may beextinct

in nature.

Yes. Quietly and with
little fanfare, the past 35
years have seen dramatic
advances and achievements

rently somewhere between
several dozen to several hundred species
every day due to anthropogenic causes.

LiQa RS&ANIoOfS G2
within the framework of ecosystems; we make
no argument against that point. However, the
ongoing degradation of ecosystems leaves
some species without a place in nature. When
possible, such species must be maintained in
captivity.

That is the responsibility of this genar
tion to future generations.

in the maintenance of re-
tiles in captivity. A significant percentage of all
reptile species have now been bred in captiv
ty. There idittle doubt that it is possible to

Y | clestaiancillafy captive SoforieS ofEny feptile

species, following the model that has been
created by private businesses and hobbyists.

No other group of vertebrate animals is
so well established in captivity as areptiles.
Many reptile species, by every measure and
definition, could be considered as domestic
animals. Fiftyone of the 52 species and sab
pecies of pythons in the world have been bred
in captivity and over 35 are now maintained in
viable, selfsustainirg captive populations.
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The legislative proposal S. 373 would
destroy what has been accomplished fogp
thons, apparently with the blessings of ge
ernment biologists, Senator Nelson, Defenders
of Wildlife and HSUS.

It is our most fervent hope that
thoughtful representatives in the Congress
and President Obama will not support this
baseless, punitive and radical bill.

What is the value of a viable, seffustaining,
captive population of reptiles if the species is
not endangered?

Not endangered today doesat mean
not endangered tomorrow. One has only to
look at the dim future of many amphibians
that is, those that have not recently gonexe
tinct - to imagine the different futures so
many species might have, had they already
been maintained in ancillary cajpve popula-
tions.

The catastrophic plight of amphibians
today is a stirring example of the coms
j dzZSy0Sa 2F | ot ylSi
aK2dz R 2yfeé 06S Ay
losophy endorsed by many in the environme
tal, conservation and animatights mowe-
ments. At best such a misguided policy sgde
teps serious issues of responsibility, and it is
guilty of pure negligence at its worst.

Are the invasivesnake biologists and
environmentalsts so prescient that they can
say that pythons or any otar group of reptiles
will not suffer a similar worldwide population
crash, a Modern Age extinction event o
precedented scale?

Now the World Association of Zoos and
Aquariums ( WAZA ) has united in a joint
project with the International Union for the

L2t AOe
it KS A NJ y I Dun@itBe 2Rykad peripd fiom éhe first LI

Caservation of Nature ( [UCN ) to creatarA
phibian Ark ( AArk ) in a desperate attempt to
save a few dozen frog and salamander species.
Much of the major funding has been provided
by zoos, and that means that tax dollars are
being spent on this project. Th¥ 2 G G 2 A &
g2NI RQa I YLKAOAlIYya &l ¥
reality is that they are not safe in nature; AArk
Is attempting to set up captive populations of
amphibians. This is a strong endorsement of
the value of ancillary captive populations as a
valuableconservation tool.

The goal of AArk is exactly what the
private reptile keepers and breeders in this
country have already accomplished for pe
tiles.

LGQa dzyF2NIlidzyl 6Sz o
started about 10 years too late. The time to
set up ancillarycaptive populations of animals
Is before they are swirling the bowl.

Are the Burmese pythons in South Florida pets
that were released by irresponsible pet aw
ers?

GKFGO alFyAYLFTa
sighting in 1979 through 2000, a total of 8p
thons were collected in the area of the park;
FT2dz2NJ 20 KSNBE ¢6SNBE 2 @4 SN
ible that those few snakes might have been
escaped or released pets.

Twelve snakes in 22 years is an average
of about one snake every other year.

Considering that theMiami metropoli-
tan area has a population of millions of
people, is one of the two main ports of entry
in the USA for imported exotic reptiles, has
more exotic animal dealers and distributors
than any other city, that keeping reptiles is
particularly popukr in South Florida, and that
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all of this is right next door to ENP, it certainly
seems possible that a hatlozen snakes every
decade could have ended up in the wilds of
South Florida.

However, from 2001 to the present,
more than 900 Burmese pythons haveen
collected and dserved in South Florida. An
one implying that this increase in the numbers
of Burmese gthons is from animals brought
to the park by irresponsible pet owners is-e
ther terribly our deluded or is purposely trying
to create a red herrig.

In fact, pet owners continue to be@
cused even though there is research funded by
and presented to the SFWMD that convingn
ly suggests that, based on the genetic chera
terization of 150 Burmese pythons collected in
and around the ENP, all of the ENigthons
are very closely related, possibly all descended
from as few as a single pair of snakes. This is
compelling evidence that the increasing m4+
bers of ENP Burmese pythons are neithenra
R2Yt& NBfSIFaSR aLSGaé
some large number ofandomly released pets.

The genetics report submitted to
SFWMD is authored by Timothy Collins and
Barbie Freeman from Florida International
University, and Skip Snow, the NPS biologist in
the Everglades. The conclusions of the 2008
final report have been kown for several
years, but were not released, citing that it
could not be released as it was based on the
unpublished thesis research of a graduateust
dent. But the USGS invasisnake biologists
knew all about it. The report is available by
request to SWMD.

We find it troubling that even with this
evidence in hand, the USGS invasismake b-
ologists and Senator Nelson ntinue to ac-
cuse pet owners.

Of course, the strategy is to charge that
GLRBGOGK2Y 26y SNE | NB eA NN
fore it would be defendable to remove
thons from captivity everywhere.

The proposed S. 373 then is based, at
least in part, on the premise that if one python
owner every two years is irresponsible omnu
lucky enough to break several already existing
laws by releasing an exat pet ( even though
this has not been proven and is far from ice
tain ), then all keepers in the nation should
lose their rights to pursue their interests and
hobbies. That is a travesty of justice.

Where did the pythons in South Florida come
from?

It is a violation of state law in Florida to
release an exotic animal. So far as we have
been able to learn, no one has ever been
charged with releasing a Burmese pythom-a
ywhere in Florida. The ENP is patrolled day
and night by Immigration, State Troopers, dn

yNathhaliPirks Segigefapeddth yasbeen®

served to release a python in the park.

Of course, it is possible that some mi
guided novice snake keeper purposely took his
Burmese python out into the swamp and set it
free. There is no record of it, but inight have
happened. But there are several reasons why
0KAAd R2SayQi asSSy OSNE
of the wild population.

One is that pythons cost moneythey
have value- and when keepers get tired of the
snakes in their collections, those snakesea
sold, not released. In our combined 75 years of
experience in the snake community, it ide
servation that it is a rare event for an exotic
shake to be released.
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